repercussions on a very different scale in everybody's life -in her own life. But so long as a truth remained as generalised as that, Germaine could not give it more than polite attention.
To find any real interest in these Eastern complications, she was driven to telling herself that Gurau's political career might be affected by them. Here was a consequence which it was easy for her to isolate, and which made these remote events become perceptible to her, as though a special nerve transmitted them to her.
If the situation got worse, Gurau would intervene in one way or another, either in the Foreign Affairs Commission to which he belonged or from his seat in the Chamber. The Chambers were not due to assemble until a few days hence ; but the government might summon them as a matter of urgency. It was in such circumstances that ministries were often overthrown.
Gurau was rather young to be a minister. But his name had already come into prominence in the newspapers. It would be very flattering and very advantageous to be the mistress of a minister. Gurau'would never desert her; in the first place, because he was by nature as faithful as any man could be, and, in the next place, because he prided himself upon a certain nicety of mind. From the monetary point of view, he would help her more. She would never have dreamed of speculating in sugar if she were not so hard up.
Of course, a war would be a terrible thing. But there was nothing to prove that France would be involved in it. For that matter, even in war-time a minister's mistress ought to be able to preserve most of the amenities of life. She might even make herself useful - join the Red Cross, for example ; keep up the spirits of the wounded.
Surely there would be no hesitation about decorating with the Legion of Honour a woman who had risked her life under shell-fire ? What an ovation there would be the first time she reappeared in the theatre ! Those rags of papers would not dare to make fun of her then. Anyway, Gurau